CHAPTER VI

THE  IRISH  REVOLUTION

THE protracted Session of 1881, which began onissi.

the 6th   of January,, and ended on the  27th  of
August,  was  almost  wholly  occupied  with  the
affairs  of Ireland.     But  even in  England there
were one or two matters which required attention.
An attempt to obstruct the progress of legal re- Legal
form, though led by a Liberal lawyer in the Housereform"
of Commons, failed both there and in the House of 1^.10.
Lords, where Lord Cairns refused to support it.
The opportunity was given by two deaths.   During
the Long Vacation of 1880 died in his eighty-fifth sept 17.
year Sir Fitzroy Kelly, last Chief Baron of the
Exchequer, who had spent on the Bench the years
that should have been devoted to retirement.    In
the middle of the Michaelmas Sittings a much more NOT. 20.
important personage, Lord Chief-Justice Cockburn,
died very suddenly,  aged seventy-seven, in full
mental vigour, and was succeeded by Lord Cole-
ridge, last Chief-Justice of the  Common Pleas.
This appointment was the best that Mr. Gladstone
could have   made,  for  Lord   Coleridge  had the
dignity, the eloquence, and the accomplishments
which are more essential than mere learning for a
Chief-Justice of England.    It was also important
on other grounds.    Coupled with the vacancy in
the Exchequer, it enabled the Government, with
the assent of the Judges required by the Judicature
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